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THE PRESIDENT, BOARD OFTRUSTEES, ADMINISTRATION, 
AND STAFF CONGRATULATE YOU ON THIS VERY 
SPECIAL DAY .• TODAY'S COMMENCEMENT EXERCISE 
IS THE CULMINATION OF YOUR HARD WORK AND 
INTELLECTUAL EFFORT, WHICH SHOULD BE DULY NOTED 
AND PUBLICLY RECOGNIZED .• MAY ALL OF YOUR 
DREAMS AND WISHES BRING FORTH A PROSPEROUS 
FUTURE .• CONGRATULATIONS! 
WELCOME 
Nova Southeastern University extends a cordial welcome to each person attending this 
Graduation and Hooding Ceremony for the December 2009 Juris Doctor and Master of Science 
degrees in Health Law, Employment Law, and Education Law graduates. We are here to celebrate 
the accomplishments of these students and extend to them the congratulations of their friends 
and relatives, as well as those of the university faculty, staff, and administration. 
ROSE AND ALFRED MINIACI PERFORMING ARTS CENTER 
Nova Southeastern University 
3301 College Avenue 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 
Sunday, December 20, 2009 
ORDER OF EXERCISES 
Processional Pomp and Circumstance March No.1 
Presiding Officer .......................................................................................................... Ray Ferrero, Jr. 
President, Nova Southeastern University 
Dean's Remarks ......................................... ................................................................ Athornia Steele 
Dean, Shepard Broad Law Center 
Introduction of Student Speaker ............................................................................... Athornia Steele 
Student Speaker ......................................................................................................... Gloria Blasucci 
Introduction of Faculty Speaker ................................................................................ Athornia Steele 
Faculty Speaker ........................................ ...................................................... Ronald Benton Brown 
Professor of Law 
Presentation of Candidates for Degree ...................................................................... Athornia Steele 
Introduction of Degree Candidates ....................................................................... ........ Janet Mosseri 
Associate Dean, Student Affairs, Shepard Broad Law Center 
Conferring of Degrees ................................ ................................................................. Ray Ferrero, Jr. 
Closing Remarks ............................................................................. .......................... Athornia Steele 
Recessional 
We request that the audience stand during the Processional and RecessionaL 
JURIS DOCTOR CANDIDATES 
DALIA FOUAD ANISE 
Boca Raton, Florida 
GLORIA BLASUCCI 
Cooper City, Florida 
Cum Laude* 
MARIA SOLEDAD BODERO 
Miami, Florida 
Cum Laude* 
LUDEK CHVOSTA 
Praha, Czech Republic 
ANNA KARINA DE WINDT 
Aventura, Florida 
ANDREW FUXA 
Davie, Florida 
JACK LAZARE HARARI 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 
Summa Cum Laude* 
MANDANA KALLICHE WEBER 
Boca Raton, Florida 
ADRIENNE KALTMAN 
Davie, Florida 
SHELLEY MERONCHUK 
Boca Raton, Florida 
DANIEL MICHAEL NORRIS 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
CHALLAE PORTER 
Montego Bay, Jamaica 
ADELIA RODRIGUES SCHUINA 
Vitoria, Brazil 
YANA V. SHAH 
Boca Raton, Florida 
MISTY SHEETS 
West Palm Beach, Florida 
STACEY L. SILVA 
Weston, Florida 
Summa Cum Laude* 
CHERYL,DENE SPRING 
Dania, Florida 
MATTHEW G. STRUBLE 
West Palm Beach, Florida 
MELISSA JADWIGA SZWANKE 
North Miami Beach, Florida 
JEREMY FENTON TYLER 
Sunrise, Florida 
Summa Cum Laude* 
VENESSA VALDES 
Miami Springs, Florida 
*Potential honors based upon cumulative grade point average after winter 2009 term 
ACADEMIC PUBLICATIONS 
Nova Law Review 
Nova Law Review members are distinguished by a blue/white tassel on the mortarboard. 
Maria Bodero 
Adelia Rodriguez Schuina 
Stacey Silva 
Matthew Struble 
Venessa Valdes 
Notes and Comments Editor 
Notes and Comments Editor 
Junior Staff, Notes and Comments Editor (2006-2008) 
Junior Staff 
Senior Staff 
NSU International Citator and Research Guide 
The NSU International Citator staff is publishing the first international legal citation manual in the world. Members 
are distinguished by a green/white tassel on the mortarboard. 
Melissa Szwanke Executive Editor 
ADVOCACY HONORS 
Moot Court Society 
Students are chosen to become members based upon their skills in appellate advocacy. Moot Court Society members 
are distinguished by a purple/silver tassel on the mortarboard. 
Matthew Struble 
PUBLIC SERVICE AND BAR FELLOWSHIPS 
The Rebecca Knox Public Interest Law Summer Fellowship 
Students are selected based on service to the public interest law community. 
Challae Porter 
Venessa Valdes 
Florida Bar Foundation Mediation Public Service Fellowship 
This student has provided mediation and related services to benefit families, communities, and the court system. She 
has completed a mediation course and provided a minimum of 100 hours of technical legal assistance and mediation 
services to the Nova Southeastern University Shepard Broad Law Center and court mediation programs . 
Melissa Szwanke 
Florida Bar Foundation Public Service Fellowship 
These students have provided at least 100 hours of technical legal assistance to local nonprofit agencies . They 
have also completed a required public-interest related course or have participated in the law school's Pro Bono 
Honor Program. 
Challae Porter 
Cheryl-Dene Spring 
Pro Bono Honor Program 
Students are honored for working pro bono at public service agencies while enrolled at the Law Center. Pro Bono 
Honor Program students are distinguished by a gold cord on the academic robe . 
Bronze (50-124 hours) 
Veness a Valdes 
Silver (125-299 hours) 
Cheryl-Dene Spring 
Gold (300+ hours) 
Challae Porter 
Concentration in Health Law 
ACADEMIC CONCENTRATIONS 
This student has completed a series of courses, lectures, clinical programs, and community service projects focusing 
on health law. Recipient is distinguished by a red cord on the academic robe. 
Jack Lazare Harari 
Concentration in International Legal Practice 
This student has completed a series of courses, lectures, clinical programs, and community service projects focusing 
on international law. Recipient is distinguished by a light blue cord on the academic robe. 
Melissa Szwanke 
STUDENT BAR ASSOCIATION 
Officers, 2009-2010 
Ryan Galka President 
Jessica Daley Vice President 
Cindy Diez Treasurer 
Laura Storey Secretary 
CRITICAL SKILLS PROGRAM INSTRUCTORS 
Barbara Britzke, M.A.T., J.D., LL.M. 
Colleen Grady, M.S., Ed., JD. 
Robert Gregg, J.D. 
Alicia Jackson, M.P.A., J.D. 
Shahabudeen Khan, J .0. 
Heddy Muransky, M.Ed., JD. 
Patricia Murphy Propheter, M.A., Ed., J.D. 
Rodney P. Rawls, J.D., LL.M. 
MASTER OF SCIENCE DEGREE IN EDUCATION LAW GRADUATES 
BIANCA ALEXANDER ELIZABETH HARMAN 
Baltimore, Maryland Hollywood, Florida 
Magna Cum Laude 
TOSHA BENTON 
Rockledge, Florida TANEISHA MCKENZIE 
Miami, Florida 
ABBY BRODIE 
Coral Springs, Florida COREY PENDLETON 
Summa Cum Laude Jacksonville, Florida 
MEOCHIA CLAYTON TERRI S. SCHMIDT 
Capitol Heights, Maryland Dania Beach, Florida 
Cum Laude 
CHRISTINA M. GRUENDEL 
Davie, Florida KATHERINE STONER 
Cum Laude Coconut Grove, Florida 
Summa Cum Laude 
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MASTER OF SCIENCE DEGREE IN EMPLOYMENT LAW GRADUATES 
VILMA APONTE TRACY KWOK LIN 
Plantation, Florida Jericho, New York 
Magna Cum Laude Summa Cum Laude 
RHAEA BAITY DEANNA MALEY (MILLER) 
Iowa City, Iowa West Seneca, New York 
Cum Laude 
REBECCA M. CAMBLOR 
Miami, Florida ANDREA KATHLEEN WILLIAMS 
Lakeland, Florida 
ABBIE DAVIS 
Daytona Beach, Florida EDWARD SCHROETER 
Lehigh Acres, Florida 
JON DORMAN Cum Laude 
Monroe, Georgia 
Magna Cum Laude PAMELA SMYTHE 
White Springs, Florida 
KAREN FREEMAN 
Evansville, Indiana ELISABETH STARK 
Cum Laude Champaign, Illinois 
SUZANNE MARY HILBERT 
Newburgh, Indiana 
MASTER OF SCIENCE DEGREE IN HEALTH LAW GRADUATES 
MITZIE E. BARKER 
Hollywood, Florida 
Magna Cum Laude 
TAWNYA BOSKO 
Kent, Ohio 
VERA V. BURKE 
Miramar, Florida 
CHERYL CARMODY 
Coral Springs, Florida 
Cum Laude 
KRISTEN CUNANE 
Zephyrhills, Florida 
THOM GOODWIN 
Bradford, Vermont 
Summa Cum Laude 
MOULINE GUERRIER 
Miami, Florida 
PATRICK GUINEY 
Alpharetta, Georgia 
TASHANNA HUNTER 
Houston, Texas 
BETH KIRBY 
Lansing, Michigan 
CAROL D. LAWRENCE 
Miami Gardens, Florida 
Magna Cum Laude 
PAULA MULLER 
Maple Lake, Minnesota 
Magna Cum Laude 
HANORA ELIZABETH O'CONNELL 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 
TEMILADE OLOWODOLA 
Miami, Florida 
Cum Laude 
DONNA REINHOLDT 
Glastonbury, Connecticut 
Magna Cum Laude 
RAMON RIVERA 
Tampa, Florida 
MARIE LINE ROBIOU 
Smyrna, Georgia 
JOSE M. ROCHA 
Miami, Florida 
ESTHER M. SAPAYO 
Miami, Florida 
Cum Laude 
BRENDA SOTOTORRES 
Ponce, Puerto Rico 
Summa Cum Laude 
CYNTHIA TICKERHOOF 
Lake Worth, Florida 
Cum Laude 
KRISTEN VON CLOEDT 
Westminster, Colorado 
Magna Cum Laude 
SHEPARD BROAD LAW CENTER 
FACULTY 
HONORABLE JOHN B. ANDERSON 
Distinguished Visiting Professor 
J.D., University of Illinois 
LL.M., Harvard University 
CATHERINE ARCABASCIO 
Professor 
J.D., Boston College 
TIMOTHY ARCARO* 
Professor 
J.D., Thomas M. Cooley Law School 
HEATHER PERRY BAXTER 
Assistant Professor 
J.D., Nova Southeastern University 
BRION BLACKWELDER* 
Associate Professor 
J.D., Nova Southeastern University 
RANDOLPH BRACCIALARGHE 
Professor 
J.D., University of Miami 
RONALD BENTON BROWN 
Professor 
JD., University of Connecticut 
LL.M., Temple University 
JOHNNY C. BURRIS 
Professor 
JD., Northern Kentucky University 
LL.M., Columbia University 
MARILYN CANE 
Professor 
JD., Boston College 
KATHY CERMINARA* 
Professor 
J D., University of Pittsburgh 
LL.M., Columbia University 
J .SD., Columbia University 
ANTHONY CHASE 
Professor 
J.D., Wayne State University 
LL.M., Harvard University 
DAVID CLEVELAND* 
Assistant Professor 
J.D., Georgetown University 
PHYLLIS G. COLEMAN 
Professor 
M.Ed., University of Florida 
J.D., University of Florida 
LESLIE LARKIN COONEY 
Professor/Associate Dean, Academic Affairs 
J.D., Duquesne University 
JANE E. CROSS 
Associate Professor 
J D., University of Michigan 
DEBRA MOSS CURTIS 
Professor 
J.D., Boston College 
MICHAELJ. DALE 
Professor 
J D., Boston College 
MARK DOBSON 
Professor 
JD., Catholic University 
LL.M., Temple University 
DOUGLAS LEE DONOHO 
Professor 
J.D., Rutgers University-Camden 
LL.M., Harvard University 
OLYMPIA ROSS DUHART 
Assistant Professor 
J.D., Nova Southeastern University 
LYNN A. EPSTEIN 
Professor 
J.D., Nova Southeastern University 
MICHAEL FLYNN* 
Professor 
J.D., Gonzaga University 
ANGELA GILMORE 
Professor 
J.D., University of Pittsburgh 
PEARL GOLDMAN 
Professor 
LL.B., McGill University 
J.D., Nova Southeastern University 
LL.M., McGill University 
M.Phil., Cambridge University 
JOSEPH M. GROHMAN 
Professor 
M.A., California State University-Long Beach 
J.D., University of Miami 
RICHARD GROSSO 
Professor 
J.D., Florida State University 
GWEN THAYER HANDELMAN* 
Scholar in Residence 
J.D., University of Michigan 
JOSEPH D. HARBAUGH* 
Professor/Dean Emeritus 
LL.B., University of Pittsburgh 
LL.M., Georgetown University 
LINDA F. HARRISON 
Associate Professor/Associate Dean, 
Critical Skills Program 
J.D., American University 
DAVID HERWITZ 
Visiting Professor 
LL.B., Harvard University 
JOSEPH HNYLKA 
Assistant Professor 
J.D., University of San Diego 
ARETO IMOUKHUEDE 
Assistant Professor 
J.D., Georgetown University 
ROBERT M. JARVIS 
Professor 
J.D., University of Pennsylvania 
LL.M., New York University 
JUDITH KARP* 
Professor 
M.L.S., Emory University 
J.D., University of Miami 
ISHAQ KUNDAWALA 
Assistant Professor 
J.D., Tulane University 
P. CAMILLE LAMAR 
Assistant Professor 
J.D., Samford University 
ELENA LANGAN 
Assistant Professor 
J.D., University of Maryland 
JAMES LEVY 
Associate Professor 
J.D., Suffolk University 
OVID C. LEWIS 
Professor Emeritus/Past University President 
J.D., Rutgers University-Newark 
LL.M., Columbia University 
J.S.D., Columbia University 
DONNA LITMAN 
Professor 
J.D., University of Florida 
ELENA MARTY-NELSON 
Professor 
J D., Georgetown University 
LL.M., Georgetown University 
MICHAEL R. MASINTER 
Professor 
JD., Georgetown University 
JANI E. MAURER 
Professor 
JD., New York Law School 
HOWARD MESSING 
Professor Emeritus 
J.D., Syracuse University 
JOEL A. MINTZ 
Professor 
J.D., New York University 
LL.M., Columbia University 
J.S.D., Columbia University 
ANTHONY NIEDWIECKI 
Associate Professor/Director, 
First-Year Lawyering Skills and Values Program 
JD., Tulane University 
LL.M., Temple University 
ROMAPEREZ 
Assistant Professor 
JD., University of Miami 
GAIL LEVIN RICHMOND 
Professor 
M.B.A., University of Michigan 
J.D., Duke University 
MICHAEL L. RICHMOND 
Professor 
M.S.L.S., University of North 
Carolina-Chapel Hill 
J.D., Duke University 
ELOISA C. RODRIGUEZ-DOD* 
Professor 
M.B.A., Florida International University 
JD., University of Miami 
BRUCE S. ROGOW 
Professor 
J D., University of Florida 
MARC ROHR 
Professor 
J.D., Harvard University 
MICHAEL M. ROOKE-LEY 
Professor Emeritus 
J.D., University of California-Hastings 
JOHN SANCHEZ 
Professor 
JD., University of California-Berkeley 
LL.M., Georgetown University 
FLORENCE BHI SHU-ACQUAYE* 
Professor 
LL.B., University of Yaounde 
LL.M., Harvard University 
M.S.]., Stanford University 
J.S.D., Stanford University 
CHARLENE SMITH 
Professor 
M.A., University of Denver 
J.D., Hamline University 
LL.M., Temple University 
JOSEPH F. SMITH, JR. 
Professor Emeritus 
J.D., Cornell University 
ATHORNIA STEELE 
Professor/Dean 
J.D., Capital University 
FRAN TETUNIC 
Professor 
J.D., Nova Southeastern University 
JAMES D. WILETS 
Professor 
J.D., Columbia University 
M.A., Yale University 
STEVEN WISOTSKY 
Professor 
J.D., University of Miami 
LL.M., Yale University 
*Also teaches in the online Master of Science degree program 
NSU LAW CENTER BOARD OF GOVERNORS 
Mark 1. Aronson 
Mitchell W. Berger 
Gary S. Betensky 
Paul D. Bianco 
Nathan M. Bisk 
Mitchell Ceasar 
Ira J. Coleman 
Honorable Robert F. Diaz 
Steven B.Dolchin 
Paul G. Finizio 
Jamie Finizio-Bascombe 
Honorable Rex J. Ford 
Mayor Lois J. Frankel 
Michael C. Greenberg 
Manuel Kushner 
Honorable Melanie G. May 
Bruce A. McAllister 
Douglas M. Mclntosh 
James Fox Miller 
Gerald M. Morris 
Michael W. Moskowitz 
Bernard T. Moyle 
Gary A. Poliakoff 
Edward J. Pozzuoli, III 
Martin R. Press 
Nina C. Ellenbogin Raim 
David K. Rothfeld 
Sheldon J. Schlesinger 
Michael Sierra 
David W. Singer 
Barry Edwin Somerstein 
Howard A. Tescher 
Beverly L. Vesel 
Peter L. Wechsler 
NSU LAW ALUMNI ASSOCIATION INC., EXECUTIVE BOARD 
Howard A. Tescher ..... ..... ... ............ .......... ................ ......... President 
Angela Crandall .......... ........ ..... ................................. ........ President-Elect 
Natalie Giachos .. ..................... ............... ........................... Vice President 
Ethan Wall .. .. ..................... ........ ... ...................... ........... ... Secretary and Treasurer 
General Magistrate Phillip Schlissel .... ............................. Past President 
SHEPARD BROAD LAW CENTER 
ADJUNCT FACULTY 
Scott Atherton, B.S., J.D.* 
Ross Baer, B.A., J.D. 
Denise Baker Rolland, B.S., J.D.* 
Steven R. Ballinger, B.A., J.D. 
Lorna Banister, B.A., JD.* 
Roshawn Banks, B.S., J.D. 
Marylin Batista-McNamara, B.S., J.D.* 
Leyza F. Blanco, B.A., JD. 
Gabrielle Bozza, B.S., JD. 
Caroline Brown, B.A.,].D. 
Dale Bruschi, B.S., JD. 
Robert Campbell, B.A., B.A., M.P.H., JD., PhD. 
Lydia B. Cannizzo, B.H.S., JD. 
Meg Chandelle, B.S., M.B.A., ].D. 
Michele Chang, B.A., J.D., M.H.A.* 
Judith J. Chorlog, B.S., J.D. 
Howard Citron, B.S., JD. 
Steven Collard, B.A., M.Ed. 
Michael Costantino, B.A., J.D. 
Christopher Crane, B.S., J.D. 
Charles Curtis, B.A., J.D. 
Morton Diamond, B.A., M.D. 
Robert F. Diaz, B.A., J.D. 
Ken Direktor, B.A., ].D. 
Susan Dubow, B.S. 
Rebecca Feinberg, B.A., M.S., JD.* 
Jane Fishman, B.A., JD. 
Luis Font, B.A., J.D. 
Rex J Ford, B.S., JD. 
Steve Friedland, B.A., J.D., LL.M., J.SD.* 
John Frusciante, B.Mus., M.S., JD. 
Myrna Galligano, B.A., J.D.* 
Stuart Gold, B.A., J.D. 
Adam Goldberg, B.S., J.D., LL.M. 
Anthony Gonzalez, B.A., JD. 
Arthur Green, B.S., ].0.* 
Robert Grosz, B.A., M.S., EdD. 
Ross Hartog, B.S., J.D. 
Robert Hartsell, B.A., J.D. 
Douglas Hoffman, B.S., JD. 
Julie Hough, B.A., JD. 
Alfred]. Horowitz, B.A., J.D., LL.M. 
Cynthia Imperato, B.S., M.S., J.D. 
William Isenberg, B.A., ].D. 
Yasmin Jacob, B.A., J.D.* 
Judith Jarvis, B.A., J.D. 
Linnea Johnson, B.A., J.D. 
Nick Jovanovich, B.S., JD., LL.M. 
Norman Kaplan, B.S., JD., LL.M. 
Daniel L. Kaufman, B.S., J.D. 
Sue Ellen Kenny, B.A., J.D.* 
Pamela Krauss, B.S., M.S., J.D. 
Ira Kurzban, B.A., M.A., JD. 
Warren Kwavnick, B.C., JD. 
Barbara Landau, B.A., J.D., LL.M. 
Steven Leigh, B.S., M.S., Ph.D.* 
Allan M. Lerner, B.A., JD. 
James S. Lewis, B.A., J.D. 
Juan Lopez-Campillo, B.A., J.D., LL.M. 
Rochelle Marcus, B.S., M.Ed., ].D. 
Lisa McNelis, B.A., J.D. 
Catherine Michael, B.A., JD. 
Elena Minicucci, B.A., B.A., JD. 
Alberto Moris, B.A., J.D. 
Kenneth Morgan, B.A., J.D. 
Gerald Morris, B.A., JD., LL.M. 
Charles Morton, B.A., J.D. 
John Napolitano, B.A., J.D. 
Matthew Nelles, B.S., J.D. 
Alice Nelson, B.A., M.S.W., JD. 
Paul Nidich, B.A., J.D., LL.M. 
Mark Nurik, B.A., ].D. 
Elizabeth Pendo, B.A., J .0. 
Byron Petersen, B.A., J.D. 
Laura Pincus, B.A., M.A., J.D.* 
Gary Poliakoff, B.S., J.D. 
Seema Mohapatra Reddy, B.A., M.P.H. 
Ivan Reich, B.A., JD. 
Israel Reyes, B.S., J.D. 
John Rizvi, B.S., ].D. 
James B. Roche, B.A., B.S., JD., LL.M. 
Michael Rocque, B.A., J.D. 
Jose Rodriguez-Dod, B.A., J.D. 
Jon Rosenthal, B.A., J.D. 
Diana Santa Maria, B.A., ].D. 
Jessica Santiago, B.A. J.D. 
Philip G. Schlissel, B.A., J.D. 
Adam Schulman, B.A., M.S., Ph.D. 
Jodi Siegel, B.A., ].D. 
Carl Schoeppl, B.S., J.D. 
Robert Schwartz, B.A., J.D. 
Neal Shniderman, B.A., ].D. 
Samuel Smargon, Ph.B., ].D. 
Scott Smiley, B.S., J.D. 
Mindy Solomon, B.S., ].D. 
Richard Stone, B.A., J.D. 
Frank Terzo, B.A., ].D. 
Deborah Thaler, B.A., J.D. 
Damian Thomas, B.B.A., J.D. 
Ellen Tilles, B.A., M.S.W., Ed.S., J.D. 
Daniel We inger, B.B.A., J.D. 
Camille Worsnop, B.S., J.D., LL.M. 
Carol Yecies, B.A., J.D 
Bruce Zimet, B.A., J.D. 
*Teaches in the Juris Doctor and online Master of Science degree programs 
ACADEMIC NOTES 
The caps and gowns of the academic procession date back to the Middle Ages, when they were common dress 
for scholars. Monks and students wore them to keep warm in the damp and drafty 12th-century castles and halls 
of learning. 
The bachelor's gown has a pleated front and long, pointed sleeves. The master's gown, which may be worn open, 
is distinguished by its long, square sleeves, which are closed at the end and slit near the elbow to permit the 
forearms to come through. The doctor's gown, which also may be worn open, is trimmed with velvet panels 
down the front, with three velvet bars on its bell-shaped sleeves. The hood is the key to the costume. With 
a tassel of the same material as the gown, it is lined in silk with the color{s) of the institution conferring the 
degree. The length of the hood indicates the degree: four feet for the doctor; three-and-a-half feet for the master; 
and three feet for the bachelor. The hood is sometimes omitted on the bachelor's gown. The width of the velvet 
border also indicates the degree. The widest border belongs to the doctor's gown. 
The color of the hood's border indicates the field of learning to which the degree pertains. The doctor's hood 
may bear a single chevron on the lining. Two narrow chevrons indicate a bachelor, while the master's hood may 
have a single chevron or be divided equally in two colors. 
The various fields of learning are indicated by color as follows: arts, letters, and humanities are white; commerce 
and accountancy are drab; economics is copper; education and pedagogy are light blue; engineering is orange; 
fine arts, including architecture, is brown; law is purple; library science is lemon; medicine is green; philosophy 
is dark blue; and science is golden yellow. 
During the processional, candidates for the bachelor's degree wear the tassels of their mortarboard on their right. 
Upon receiving the diplomas, they move the tassels to the left. Candidates for all other degrees wear the tassels 
on the left. 
SHEPARD BROAD LAW CENTER 
Our Mission 
To ensure that students develop the knowledge, skills, and values that are at the heart of becoming trusted, 
highly adept, professional lawyers who are respected for serving their clients, their communities, and justice 
Our Values 
We believe in and model 
• respect for the law and the importance of lawyers in a free society 
• equitable access to education 
• diversity of background and viewpoint 
• excellence in teaching that serves the students and their learning needs 
• high standards of ethics and professionalism 
• evolution of the competencies lawyers need in an ever-changing world 
• support of successful entry and advancement in the bar and other professions 
• assumption of leadership roles and service to the community 
UNIVERSITY MISSION STATEMENT 
Nova Southeastern University, a private, not-for-profit institution, offers a diverse array of innovative academic 
programs at the undergraduate, graduate, and professional levels, complementing on-campus educational 
opportunities and resources with accessible distance learning programs, and fostering intellectual inquiry, 
leadership, and commitment to community through engagement of students and faculty in a dynamic, life-long 
learning environment. 
NOTE 
The appearance of a name in this program should not be interpreted as evidence of graduation. The student's 
permanent record, on file in the Office of the University Registrar, remains the official testimony of the possession 
of a Nova Southeastern University degree. 
MACE 
During the Middle Ages, the mace was an effective weapon in battle and also was displayed as a symbol to 
command order during royal gatherings, religious ceremonies, and university classes. The early wooden staff 
of such royal messengers or lead ushers of ceremonial processions was transformed in the 14th century into 
an elaborate sterling silver mace. As newer and more powerful military arms were created, however, the mace 
progressed into a symbol of authority. In the 15th century, it evolved into a symbol of academic excellence and 
dignity, and today, is frequently used to lead religious and academic processions. 
THE NOVA SOUTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY MACE 
Before its merger in 1994 with Southeastern University of the Health Sciences, Nova University's mace bore a 
sterling silver "nova star" symbolizing the university's name and mission. Symbolically, this "nova star" burned 
brightly, providing educational enlightenment to the world. Today, a new sterling silver mace highlights the 
past, present, and future through the inclusion of the original "nova star," representing the university's past, 
surrounding the NSU seal. When not in official use, the mace is displayed in the rotunda of the William and 
Norma Horvitz Administration Building. 
In Latin, nova means "new or innovative." Nova Southeastern University was created to be an innovative 
educational institution, to take the best of traditional education from the past and mold it to fit the needs of 
students for today and tomorrow. 

